
Prolific (UK-based recruitment platform) 
 
General description of Prolific advantages, e.g., transparent, user-friendly: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214635017300989#sec2 
Data loss due to inattention in questionnaire studies: Around 3 - 5% in my 
experience. 
 

1. Set up an account: https://www.prolific.co/ 
 

 
 

2. Demographics 
 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214635017300989#sec2
https://www.prolific.co/


 
 

 
 
 
Age range: 20 – 30/ 30 – 40 years. 
 
Pre-screening: Country of birth, Nationality, Country of residence, Employment 
status, Age, Ethnicity, First language, Sex, Student status; 
Custom pre-screening; 
Representative samples (UK & US based on sex, ethnicity, age). 



3. Set up a new study. 
 

 
 

 
Record participants’ Prolific IDs in your study: https://researcher-
help.prolific.co/hc/en-gb/articles/360009220993-Recording-participants-Prolific-IDs-in-your-
study-survey 
 

 

https://researcher-help.prolific.co/hc/en-gb/articles/360009220993-Recording-participants-Prolific-IDs-in-your-study-survey
https://researcher-help.prolific.co/hc/en-gb/articles/360009220993-Recording-participants-Prolific-IDs-in-your-study-survey
https://researcher-help.prolific.co/hc/en-gb/articles/360009220993-Recording-participants-Prolific-IDs-in-your-study-survey


 
 
 

 
 
Save the study as a draft, go to the top of the page, click on action – generate an 
invoice or download a quote. 
 

4. Run a pilot - recruit 10 participants and check the data (in your survey, 
ask participants whether they have any comments). 



 
 
Tips: 
 
Include attention checks in your studies, e.g., as scale items: 
 

1. Tasks that involve coming up with new solutions to problems are 
enjoyable. This is a test item. Please indicate three. 

2. This is a test item. Select strongly agree. 
 
Run your study in the morning. 
 
If you refer a colleague to set up an account, you will receive £40 each (you 
need to top up your account by £200 first). 
 
Questions:  
 
Go to Help Centre at the top of the page after logging in and submit a request. 
 
OR 
 
Email me: n.j.zarzeczna@uva.nl 


